
Shattered Hearts: a Study of  Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of  American Indian Women and Girls 

coming to Bemidji, Friday March 5 

The Vision of the Sexual Assault Program  of Beltrami, Cass & Hubbard Counties is to provide support 
for all victims of all levels of sexual violence, to educate the community about the issues of sexual violence,   and 

to promote changes in attitudes and behaviors that will stop sexual violence 

Sounds of Survival 

Duluth police reporting that Native girls were being lured off reservations, taken 
onto ships in port only to be beaten and gang-raped.  Tribal advocates in other parts 
of the state describing how Native girls were being trafficked into pornography, strip
-shows, and prostitution across state lines and internationally into Mexico.  Native 
women seeking services at their local domestic violence or sexual assault service 
agency and later acknowledging that their assailant had also trafficked them for 
prostitution.  Native women seeking services at a homeless shelter “confessing” that 
they have “exchanged” sex for food and shelter for their children.   
  
Though much anecdotal evidence existed, no report addressing the commercial sex-
ual exploitation of indigenous women and girls was known to exist.  Stories like 
those above led the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center to seek funding to 
compile a report which would aggregate what is known to date about commercial 
sexual exploitation of American Indian women and girls in Minnesota, and develop 
a set of  recommendations for addressing the needs of Native victims.  The W.K. Kel-
logg foundation agreed to support such a study.  “Shattered Hearts: Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of American Indian Women and Girls” will be presented by Ms. 
Suzanne Koepplinger, Executive Director of the Minnesota Indian Women’s Re-
source Center on Friday, March 5 from 9 am to 11 am at the American Indian Re-
source Center at Bemidji State University. 
 
The presentation will offer an overview of the issue of commercial sexual exploita-
tion and sexual trafficking, what is happening in Minnesota, and focus on how this 
issue is impacting American Indian communities. This presentation is sponsored by 
the BSU Social Work Department, Evergreen House, Northwoods Coalition for Fam-
ily Safety, Ours to Serve House of Hospitality, Red Lake Homeless Shelter, and the 
Sexual Assault Program of Beltrami, Cass & Hubbard Counties.  The session is free of 
charge to all who wish to attend.  
 
Please contact the Sexual Assault Program at 218-444-9524 or 
sapbchc@paulbunyan.net to RSVP for this important event.  

Sexual Assault Program of Beltrami, Cass & Hubbard Counties  
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APRIL EVENTS... or Who is jumping out of perfectly good Airplane??? 
We've been busy gearing up for Sexual Assault Awareness Month, 
and once again, we'll be going non-stop! Besides our usual April 
health fairs, speaking engagements and area displays, SAP will once 
again be hosting the 3rd annual 5K Run/Walk for Sexual Assault 
Prevention. This year's theme is "It's Time to Walk the Talk".  The 
race promises once again to be a fun, well organized event for the 
elite runner, and a casual energetic morning stroll for all you power
-walkers! The t-shirt is great this year, the cause is most worthy, 
and the prizes are again, out of this world! Registration this year 
has gone up a bit, but for those die hard fans, if you pre-register 
before April 9th, 2010, the cost will still be $15.00. Need more ex-
citement? How about jumping out of an airplane? "SOAR" Speaking 
Out Against Rape, a national organization has a HUGE fan right here 
in Bemidji. She has activated her own team, and   

28th Annual 
Bemidji Area 

TAKE BACK THE 
NIGHT 

Event and March 
Friday, April 23, 2010 

5:30 pm 
First Lutheran Church 

Bemidji 
Scheduled Speaker: 
Patty Wetterling, 

Mother of Jacob Wetterling 
After party with live music to 

be held at Brigid’s Cross. 
 

 Sponsored by: BSU, Headwaters Unitarian 
Universailst Fellowship, Sexual Assault 
Program of Beltrami, Cass & Hubbard 

Counties, Northwoods Coalition for Family 
Safety, and Northern Minnesota Family 

Advocacy Center. 
Marchers at the Take Back the Night event in 2007. 

will be joining thousands of people nation wide on 
April 24th in "Operation Free Fall". So far there are 
at least 8 people in the Bemidji Area who may be 
partaking in this event, with many more chomping at 
the bit to learn more. The Sexual Assault Program 
will be receiving 1/3 of the cost of every jumper, so 
we are extremely thrilled to benefit from this event, 
and thrilled for the opportunity it brings for survi-
vors. Don't forget about "Take Back the Night". This 
year's event promises to be bigger and better yet. 
We have a few other tricks up our sleeves, and hope 
that this year's SAAM's events are better than ever 
before! We hope you can make it out to support us, 
and help us make prevention a priority right here in 
Bemidji, and in MN! 




